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Land Acknowledgement
• Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies of Indigenous 

people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes during territorial acquisition.

• Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their native lands as 
they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization, in The Buttermilk area predominantly the Nüümü
(Paiute) people. 

• The Nüümü place name for the Owens Valley is Payahuunadü (The Place Where Water Flows). In the 
Buttermilks area we acknowledge Wünübü (Mt. Tom) and Paunibü (His wife, on his right hand side, Basin 
Mountain).

• This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to recognize the way 
this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in anticipation of a better future.
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Agenda
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Project Overview

History + Background



Study 
Area
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Overview
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• The Buttermilk Project Area has emerged as an iconic destination in the Eastern Sierra 
Region and has seen increasing numbers of visitors in recent years, straining existing 
recreation infrastructure while presenting opportunities to improve the visitor 
experience and conserve natural resource assets through engaged recreation 
management. 

• Conceptual recreation planning focusing on the interconnected nature of recreation 
activities in the Project Area and the documentation of needs and gaps for future 
recreation infrastructure improvements. 
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Project Vision

Understand the concerns and hear potential solutions from all stakeholders 
to create a well-maintained, safe, and accessible destination that supports 
all recreation while protecting the sensitive natural ecosystem and cultural 
resources of the area.



Process
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• BIRPI is capturing community input and preferences for land management agencies to 
consider/reference when making improvements, developing a management plan, etc.

• We are at the beginning of this process.

• Community feedback

• Tribal input

• Stakeholder and 
Agency input

BIRPI

• NEPA/CEQA

• Identification of 
cultural and 
environmental 
resources

• Identification of agency 
capacity

Agencies
• Create partnerships

• Identify potential 
programs

• Complete additional 
studies

Implementation
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History
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History



Community 
Input

What we’ve heard



Public Input Map 
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Community Vision



Key Themes
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• Consensus Management

• Buttermilk Road

• Camping

• Climbing Rangers

• Education

• Habitat Destruction

• Maintenance and Staffing

• Overcrowding

• Parking

• Trails

• Tribal Involvement

• Wildfires



Themes and 
Alternatives



Consensus Management

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Create a collaborative agreement between land 
management agencies to discuss challenges and 
opportunities within the project area.

No Action:
Subsequent alternatives or next steps identified in 
this document are likely contingent on the shared  
stewardship, continuity, and organization  of all 
landowners and jurisdictions.



Buttermilk Road

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Minimize impact to road bed by users.

No Action:
Continued road bed damage, dust, limited 
emergency access, and ongoing maintenance.  

Buttermilk Road



Camping

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Reduce impacts to the natural area from camping 
and plan for growth of visitors to the area.

No Action:
Buttermilk Boulder area campsites will continue to 
spread and impact culturally sensitive locations and 
vegetation. Increases in popularity, camping and use 
areas may see an increase in trash, vehicle debris, 
human waste, and fires.



Climbing Rangers

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Expand the existing ranger program.

No Action:
If the ranger program is not expanded, fewer visitors 
will be able to learn from the rangers, and 
undesirable impacts will continue.



Education

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Create a information platform for visitors to learn 
the rules and regulations of visiting the Buttermilks 
and how they can help protect the land/access 
recreational opportunities.

No Action:
Best Practices for the Buttermilk area will be up to 
the visitor to learn on their own. Visitors that are 
inadvertently damaging the land and cultural areas 
will continue to do so.



Habitat Destruction

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Limit and redirect activities that lead to habitat 
destruction.

No Action:
The proliferation of informal trails created by hikers, 
climbers, bikers, and OHV riders will increase. These 
new trails may cut through critical habitats, cause 
changes to surface water flow patterns, and increase 
erosion.



Maintenance and Staffing

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Reduce the amount of waste left behind from 
visitors, maintain infrastructure within the 
Buttermilk area and regularly groom trails, and repair 
fencing. 

No Action:
Not keeping up with the maintenance needs in 
Buttermilk Country may negatively impact the 
immediate and adjacent innate environment. 



Overcrowding

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Address overcrowding challenges and consider 
options to best mitigate impact during peak season.

No Action:
The natural landscape will continue to degrade both 
in quality and experience.



Parking

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Reduce informal parking areas and replace with 
designated parking areas that have barriers to 
prevent vegetation damage.

No Action:
The road will be impassable for emergency vehicles 
because due to parking along each side. Botanical 
and cultural impacts will continue as people park in 
new areas altering hydrology and increasing erosion.



Trails

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Consolidate and formalize existing trails to alleviate 
the impact on natural areas and mitigate potential 
impacts to cultural resources.

No Action:
Informal trails will continue to form, leading to 
increased damage and erosion.



Tribal Involvement

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Agencies Consult with the Bishop Paiute Tribe 
regarding management decisions made in the 
Buttermilk area.

No Action:
The local tribes will be unrepresented in decisions 
affecting the management of their native land. 



Wildfires

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

Goal:
Reduce the risk of fire throughout the area by 
implementing fire restrictions or providing formal 
infrastructure for the use of fire. Educate visitors 
about the danger of wildfire in the Eastern Sierra.

No Action:
Increased risk for wildfire.



Next Steps



Next Steps - Process
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• Agency Review

• Collaborative Body Development

• Stakeholder Partnerships and Advocacy

• Community feedback

• Tribal input

• Stakeholder and 
Agency input

BIRPI

• NEPA/CEQA

• Identification of 
cultural and 
environmental 
resources

• Identification of agency 
capacity

Agencies
• Create partnerships

• Identify potential 
programs

• Complete additional 
studies

Implementation



Recommended Next Steps
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1. Establish Consensus-Based Management Body

2. Climbing Rangers

3. Data Collection/Baselining

4. Education

5. Signage

6. Trail Delineation

7. Tribal Consulting 

8. Welcome Kiosk

9. _____________?



www.escog.ca.gov/buttermilk
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www.escog.ca.gov/buttermilk
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